Connecting Religion and Sociology

To complete this assignment, you need to first watch a documentary about religion from one of the following resources:
· https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/topic/religion-and-beliefs/
· https://www.documentarystorm.com/category/religion/
· https://watchdocumentaries.com/religion/

Each link above has numerous documentaries on a variety of religion topics.  Some of the documentaries have a stronger connection to religion than others, some are short and some are long but there should be something that everyone has an interest in or curiosity about.

You must view a documentary that is at least 25 minutes long, then reflect on what you learned and the link to sociology by completing the questions below.  Once complete post this document to Blackboard.

	What is the title of the documentary you selected?

	The Madman of the Cathedral 




	Write a summary of the documentary. Provide an overview of what the film was about including something you learned about the religion and any information you were particularly intrigued/surprised by.

	The documentary starts by introducing the viewers to the man at the center of a religious inspiration to offer to God a Cathedral as gift. Justo Gallego is the man who is inspired to build the Cathedral and was born in Mejorada Del Campo in the outskirts of Madrid in 1925. He says that when he was 27, he entered a monastery of Santa Maria de la Huerta but he was later forced to leave the monastery because he was diagnosed with tuberculosis and they thought he would infect others with the disease. 
As Justo says in the documentary, he came back to Mejorada devastated and so the only way he could appreciate his god is by building him a monastery on his farm. The process of building the monastery has not been a soft one according to Justo. He uses material remains from other building sites while some well-wishers have also insufficiently chipped in. Even if his basic education was interrupted by the civil war, he has been able to bring up the structure and on Sundays he spends his time preaching to young people the importance of living a just and pure life. He says, even though he has not completed the cathedral as per his wishes, he is happy of what he has already accomplished. 





	Explain if the documentary you selected discussed other Sociological topics? If so, which topics and how did they link to religion?

	The documentary covers a number of sociological topics which range from family to poverty and even societal beliefs. One of the eye-catching sociological topics is religion. Spickerd (2017) says religion includes sacred issues like beliefs values and practices. In the documentary, Justo believes in the capacity of a person to live a sanctified life devoid of sexual intercourse which is why he says he has never married or had any sexual contact with any person. 
Another aspect of sociology that can be gathered from the documentary is work and people’s welfare. The significance of work and people’s efforts to raise livelihoods is one of the things that emerge in the documentary. Hence, Justo values working and has a strong work ethic that is he does not depend so much on what the well-wishers have to offer him in order to build the Cathedral. 





	Express how the religion in the documentary you selected is different than a religion you are familiar with such as your current religion, a family member or friends’ religion, or a religion you practiced in your past.  

	
I think there is a great deal of differences from the religion (s) I know from the one practiced in the documentary by Justo. One of the things is the assumption that sexual contact makes one impure before God. This is unlike other religions which view marriage as a way of continuing God’s creation. Also, most religions see sexual intercourse before marriage as tainting the human nature. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The assumption by Justo nullifies most religions’ command to people to have a family and children. However, the insistence of being hardworking resonates with most religions which wants people to depend on their hard work. Justo wakes up at 3am to start his day of building the cathedral. He has dedicated himself to a course he believes in and out of the magnificent cathedral has been born. Religious teachings like that of Justo is Christian-like where people are encouraged to work hard and from there find something to eat. 




	Describe how you feel this documentary links to what you have learned about religion and Sociology? Include a link (definition, quote, paraphrase, etc.) to our textbook to support your thoughts.

	I think there is a great deal of differences from the religion (s) I know from the one practiced in the documentary by Justo. One of the things is the assumption that sexual contact makes one impure before God. Justo believes that he should have a woman in his life because that makes him impure. However, most religions support marriage as I know. I have not been exposed to how monks should behave but I believe it is right for people to marry. Thus, in the part of sexuality and sexual beliefs, Justo’s religion differs with what is in my knowledge about religion. 
The assumption by Justo nullifies most religions’ command to people to have a family and children. However, the insistence of being hardworking resonates with most religions which wants people to depend on their hard work.  Therefore, here, Justo’s roman Catholic religion is similar with what I know about religion. Also, his devotion is immeasurable and admirable. Ideally, his determination and sacrifice to his God is worth emulating especially in giving everything to serve the god one believes in. 
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